May/June 2022
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Even though we have had the winter that won’t stop, it is hard to believe that we are entering the month of
May. It will mark the end of our program year but we want to remind you all that we will continue to hold
worship services throughout the summer at 9:30am on Sunday mornings. I know some of you are asking why
I offered a reminder; it is because during the summer our attendance goes to less than a third of our average
for the year during those months. The other part of the reminder is that Pastor Keith and I get lonely here
without you all around to keep us company.
The month of May is always active with many things happening on our Sundays and this year is no different.
Our last day of Sunday School and education is on the 1st and we will celebrate with the Men of Martin’s
cooking hamburgers and hot dogs for the congregation. It will be a great day to closeout our educational year
for our students.
May 8th again will be Mother’s Day, a day we should all give thanks for the biological and other mother
figures that we have had in our lives to guide and shape us into the people we are today. We also have the
blessing of the quilts that our quilters have made for the year. These blessings will be shipped out around the
globe to be a blessing of warmth for someone we will never possibly know. I also would like to give a shout
of thanks to our quilters for making quilts for our baptisms. This past program year they have done 20 quilts
for our young people being baptized. What a great ministry we have through this wonderful group of
ladies!!!!
May 15th brings us to another new member Sunday to welcome those who have chosen to make Martin’s
Lutheran their new church home. We have indeed been blessed over the years with so many who had found
comfort and welcome as they come into our facility to worship and be the church together. To celebrate that
day, we want to do an old fashion church potluck, to share with others your favorite hotdish and food to
share. Please be on the look out for more information on this event.
May 22nd will be the day we will recognize our graduating seniors! These young people continue to make us
proud in all they have done within our church, school, and community! It is also the day we will announce
and award our first ever scholarship for a graduating senior. We are able to do this because of your generosity
as members of Martin’s. If you recall we added this as a line item in the budget after the closing of Lutheran
Social Services, as the council was looking for new ideas to positively use our mission dollars. I can’t think
of anything better than investing in our future.
Memorial Day weekend will once again close out the month and give us all the time to give thanks for those
who sacrificed that we may have the freedoms we have in this country. If you have not attended the
Memorial Services that are held out at the cemetery, I can tell you from firsthand experience there is nothing
else like it to show respect to all those who have served in our armed forces.

As Paul writes in many of his letters, “I give thanks for you.” I do give thanks to and for you as together we
get to do so many things in ministry of serving not only those who call Martin’s their church home, but the
countless more that enter our facility or call our office in a time of need within their lives. I look forward to
our summer schedule with our Vacation Bible School program that will serve all children in our surrounding
area. I look forward to hearing stories about camps that will be attended, including that of our youth group
heading to North Carolina in July. Of course, the thing I am most looking forward to is seeing you and
worshiping with you during our summer months on Sunday morning, hope to see you there.
Peace,
Pastor Mike

New Life
What are images of new life and resurrection that you see around you? Have you come across blooming
flowers this Spring? Have you seen and heard new life with migrating birds and wildlife coming out again
after hibernating? I know I am looking forward to planting my raised beds with some seeds I started inside on
a heating mat and under some grow lights. I had gotten a little anxious and probably started everything too
early with all the late snow and cold weather we have had in April. Anxiety is normal as we wait the Saturday
before Easter; for new life after the Good Friday’s in our life. Waiting for the new life of Easter is not
comfortable or easy. Yet, we do know and see that Spring does eventually come and begins to undo all the
gains that Winter had made. There are many signs in nature of the dying back and rising up again that brings
hope and shows us resurrection life.
Another image of resurrection I came across recently
was this poem, “Pretty Ugly” where you read line by
line, top to bottom like we usually approach text. Then
at the bottom you see a note that says, “Now read
bottom up.” The meaning we hear as we read line by
line in the other direction maybe isn’t surprisingly an
opposite meaning. Reading in this way undoes the
thoughts presented when initially read from the top
down. Experiencing this was lovely for me as I realized
words often heard in our world kill and bring death. If
only it were as easy as reading them the other way in
order to raise up and bring life. However, I do see this
as a reminder of what happens as we gather as church
and the power God’s Word has when spoken to our
souls. The power to undo the hold that sin and death
claims to have on us are undone through Jesus. We are
not powerless as we look to Jesus who, like this poem
reminds us to be open to see and hear things in a new
way. What God has to say to us in love often turns our
world upside down in the best way possible.

I’m very ugly
So don’t try to convince me that
I am a very beautiful person
Because at the end of the day
I hate myself in every single way
And I’m not going to lie to myself by saying
There is beauty inside of me that matters
So rest assured I will remind myself
That I am a worthless, terrible person
And nothing you say will make me believe
I still deserve love
Because no matter what
I am not good enough to be loved
And I am in no position to believe that
Beauty does exist within me
Because whenever I look in the mirror I always think
Am I as ugly as people say?
(Now read bottom up)
by Abdullah Shoaib
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As we live into the reality of Easter and focus on how that changes our life, may we focus on our words and
how they are heard. What words do you hear that Christ might speak to you in a different way than the
world? As our graduates pursue new adventures, I am aware they will likely face many messages that oppose
or reduce God’s words of love. Yet, I pray they will carry with them the words of faith that remind them of
who they are as beloved children of God.
Peace,
Pastor Keith

May 1st is the last Sunday of the program year. To
celebrate the youth will be singing at the worship
service and the Men of Martin’s will be grilling burgers
& dogs to kick off the Summer season.

VBS Helpers
Youth helpers are a big part of our VBS program and ministry. We ask you to let us
know you’d like to help and come to one of the two training times offered. They are
Wednesday May 25th or June 1st at 4pm for about 30 minutes. Will you be a
Galaxy Guide this year? Contact Pastor Keith
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F.Y.I.

Rachel Circle Bible Study
using Gather Magazine
will meet May 5th and
June 2nd at 2:00pm.
Newcomers welcome.

The quilters will meet at 9:30am on
Wednesday, May 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th.
Bring an item to share for potluck lunch and
join us to put quilts together, tie and sew.
Newcomers are invited to join. Starting in
June they will meet the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the summer months.

WIDOW’S GROUP
Widow’s Group will meet on Monday,
May 2nd & June 6th at Sundance
Commons and May 16th at Martin’s at
10:00am and June 20th.
Newcomers are welcome.
For information, contact Judy Orvik.
730-6704

You can get the newsletter by email. If you
would like to get the newsletter electronically,
send an email to the church office and you will
be added to the list.
office@martinslutheran.com

HOLY YOGA CLASSES
Class times will be determined each
week. Fee for the class is a donation
to the Food Pantry, as we love our
neighbors as ourselves!

The church council voted and
approved keeping the Sunday
worship time at 9:30am for the
summer Sundays.

If you or someone you know would like a visit from a pastor, please call or text their cell
phones- Pastor Mike (701-789-1857), Pastor Keith (701-335-6213) or
call the church office (347-4289) or email them:
srpastor@martinslutheran.com
associatepastor@martinslutheran.com
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Blessings…
Sylvie Lynn Maxwell
daughter of
Luke & Karis Maxwell was baptized on
Sunday, April 3, 2022.

Welcome to our church family!
Blessings…
Haisley Jo Nelson

Blessings…
Landon Madsen

daughter of
Jared & Jessica Nelson was baptized on
Sunday, April 10, 2022.

son of
Brady & Kylee Madsen was baptized on
Sunday, April 24, 2022.

Welcome to our church family!

Welcome to our church family!

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Apr. 13, 2022
Unapproved Minutes
Jerome called the meeting to order.
Present: Jerome Crandall, Broc Lietz, Todd Erickson, Derek Flanagan, Stacy Link, Melissa Grommesh,
Pastor Jacobson, Pastor Walka, Joan Carvell
Opening devotions were led by Pastor Mike.
Secretary Report- The March minutes had been emailed to the council. Broc made a motion to approve the
minutes. Todd seconded; motion passed.
Financial Report-Broc went through the March Financial statements. Todd made a motion to accept the
financial reports, Melissa seconded, motion passed. April’s bills were presented. An invoice arrived after
sending the bills to the council. Jerry’s Excavating sent a bill for $5,000.00 that dates to October of 2020. We
were not aware of this billing, so it had not been accounted for in the budget. Derek felt due to Jerry Sr’s
generosity in the past years regarding free snow removal; he feels we should pay the full bill but thinks we
should have a conversation with Jerry Sr. Todd made a motion to approve all the bills as presented. Derek
seconded; motion passed.
Committee Reports
Worship/Media-Derek did not have a lot to report. We are trying to find the cause of the streaming problem.
The number of views is down by people. Broc asked if we should stop the live streaming until we have a
solution. We could still post the videos after the service. Midco has service tickets open for this issue and are
monitoring our worship services as we live stream. Derek suggested to stay the course so that we can
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continue to trouble shoot the service. A message will go out to let people know there may issues while
watching the live worship but that the full video will be published afterwards.
Education-Stacy said May 1st will be the last day of Sunday school. Men of Martin’s will be cooking a meal
that day. It will also be the VBS kick-off. June 6-9 will be VBS. American Under Dog will be the movie for
the Youth Group Activity, along with supper and concession food snacks on April 20th. 7th-12th grade is
welcome but will be split up.
Property-Todd talked to Jeff Haugen about the bell tower. He wants to make it but has been busy with work.
Todd went up onto the roof to clear the ice jams because there was a leak into the women’s bathroom and
classrooms. There was a suggestion to get a quote from Gateway on more ice breakers and suggestion on how
to prevent ice jams.
Social Outreach and Ministry-Monica not present.
Fellowship and Support Committee-Melissa needs a decision on the summer worship schedule, so they
know if they need monthly coordinators. She asked if the scholarship applications went out. Joan said when
the senior letters were mailed the seniors were asked to email a request for the form so that the forms could
completed on the computers for easier reading.
Old Business
Summer Worship Time- Broc mentioned this at Men of Martin’s. The general feeling was Sunday morning
or an evening service during the week. Stacy heard the same thing or 2 Sundays mornings of the month and
two weekday evenings during the month. Derek did not hear the suggestion of weekday evenings from people.
Stacy made the motion to continue 9:30am Sunday morning worship service. Broc seconded the motion.
Motion passed.
New Business
Bids for HVAC System routine maintenance- tabled until the second bid is received.
Internet Service Provider- Broc suggested to ask Midco for a decreased bill for the missed internet service
during our down times. The council also would like to ask DRN if they would turn on the service so we can
test if they have the same problem as Midco or if the problem is on our side.
Pastor’s Report and Remarks:
Pastor Keith- 8 youth are going to Lutherock, and he and Kayla Anderson will be the adult leaders. He
officiated a wedding. The Sr. Olympics were completed, there has been 5 Baptisms in the last month, and he
attend a Fargo Conference on Lutheran Immigration re-location service. A VBS Planning meeting has taken
place, Stacy says she will be stepping away from VBS this summer. We had the First Communion classes, a
funeral, and attended the Ecumenical Lent services. It will be a busy week with Lent services. He will be
attending the Red Willow clean-up day and will stay for their annual meeting. He scheduled continuing
education in the cities the beginning of May. There will be a caramel roll fundraiser Mother’s Day, Josiah
Crandall’s Eagle Scout ceremony April 25th, and Martin’s Youth will be serving food at Totally Tables April
22nd.
Pastor Mike- asked the suggested people to be on the scholarship committee and they all agreed. The high
school seniors have been given the information about applying for the scholarship. He has had in office
conversations with people, one member will be having an extensive back surgery and the handicap button for
the door has been fixed. We held Kyle Giermann’s ordination last month. Pastor Mike shared correspondence
and gave a health update.
Next meeting-May 11th
Broc made a motion to adjourn.
Respectfully submitted by,
Joan Carvell
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SERVICE GROUP #6
Service Group #6 will have
service duties for the month of
June. Shelle Palmer will contact
you.
Lois Badger
George & Connie Blank
Mariah Blixt

SERVICE GROUP #7

USHERS
May-Rich Mueller
Dave Narum

Marilyn Barnby

July-Arlan Vanderbusch

Lowell & Kim Bender

Volunteer Needed

Mitch & Cindi Godbout
Loren & Amy Hanson

Marlen & Andrea Haugen

Tammy Hursman

John & Sarah Hejl

Doris Idso

Scott & Karen Kost

Luke & Tanya Kahl

Kevin & Fran Mayer

Brian & Lyndsy Lynch

Sherry Mischke

Merle & Ardene Myers

READERS

Lincoln & Heather Nybladh

Richard & Marie Mueller

Pam Offerdahl

Dwight & Kathy Myrvik

Chad & Trish Priewe

Eric & Wendy Myren

Ryan & Kim Radermacher

Kris & Alicia Nesemeier

Cody & Beth Schon

Cory Oberlander
Ryan & Janeice Pierce
Jay & Deanna Prante
Zach & Lauren Prante
Marc & Lauretta Roach
Tom & Larah Roach
Jim & Jennifer Thompson
Your cooperation is much
appreciated!

Mike Emily Neels
Kristi Ness

Cody & Kayla Mueller

Alan & April Pearson

Jeff & Barb Cote

John & Ashlee Duff

Renee Fowler

Adam & Melanie Mueller

Charolette Anderson

June-Volunteers Needed

Chris Blixt

Dean Saewert

Service Group #7 will have
service duties for the month of
July.

Nancy Schroeder
If you are interested in
becoming a Reader please let
Joan know so that you can be
added to the list.

John & Sylvia Siverson

701-347-4289

Casey & Stephanie Strand

office@martinslutheran.com

David & Ardell Strand

Becky Siverson
Sheila Sprunk

John & Christy Strand
Eric & Carrie Voightman
Ryan & Melissa Wolf
Your cooperation is much
appreciated!
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THINGS TO BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR:
May 1st Scholarship Deadline
May 11th New Member Gathering
May 15th New Member Sunday& Potluck
May 22nd Senior Recognition Sunday
May 22nd VBS Registration Deadline

New Member Gathering
Letters have been sent to people that have expressed an interest in joining Martin’s Lutheran Church.
If you would like to look into joining please call the office or talk to one of the pastors, especially if
you didn’t get a letter. There will be a New Member Gathering May 11th @6:00pm. Please contact
the office if you would like to attend, what your pizza preferences are and the number attending.
701-347-4289 or office@martinslutheran.com
New Member Sunday will be May 15th. Following the worship service there will be an old-fashioned
potluck dinner to welcome the new members, all are welcome.

Money Can Buy a Bed But Not Sleep
Someone said that money can buy you a bed, but it can’t buy you sleep. It can buy you books, but not brains.
It can buy you food, but not an appetite. It can buy a house, but not a home. It can buy medicine, but it can’t
buy health. It can buy all kinds of amusements, but it can’t buy happiness. Money can buy a fine dog, but only
love will make the dog wag its tail.
What kind of wealth do you want? We celebrate the wealth of God’s love in Jesus Christ. The wealth of God's
love brings us what the wealth of the world cannot touch: Peace, understanding, fulfillment, life. These things
are eternal.
In Milan, Italy, there is a great cathedral with three doors. On the door to the right is written, "All that pleases
lasts only for a moment." The door on the left proclaims, "All that troubles lasts only for a moment." And the
large center door reminds all that approach, "Nothing is important except that which is eternal." In this life you
will experience pleasures and troubles. What lasts forever is the wealth of God in Jesus.
Brett Blair, www.Sermons.com
8

May 2022
Sun
1

Mon
2

9:30am Worship
w/Communion

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri
6

Sat
7

10:00am Widows
Grp (Sundance)

9:00am
Book/Bible Study

2:00pm Rachel
Circle

Pastor Keith off

11:00am Piano
Recital

10:30am Sunday
School/Coffee

4:00-8:00pm
Piano lessons

9:30am Quilters

4:00-8:00pm
Piano lessons

Men of Martin’s
Grilling Lunch

7:00pm
Book/Bible Study

13

14

10:30am BP
checks
Scholarship
deadline

8

Tue
3

7:00pm Youth
Group Mtg

Pastor Keith out
2nd & 3rd

9

Mother’s
Day

10

11

7:00pm
Worship/Music
Planning Mtg

9:30am Quilters

9:30am Worship
w/Communion/
Quilt Blessing

12

Pastor Keith off

6:00pm New
Member
Gathering
7:00pm Council

Joan out
14th-23rd

10:30am
Coffee/Caramel
Roll & Flower
Fundraiser

15

16

9:30am Worship
w/Communion/
New Member
Sunday

10:00am Widows
Group

10:30am New
Member Potluck

22

17

18

19

9:30am Quilters

21

Pastor Keith off
10:00pm
C of Care Pen Pal
Party

6:00pm VBS
Planning Mtg

23

20

24

9:30am Worship/
Senior
Recognition/
Bells

25
9:30am Quilters

26

27

28

Pastor Keith off

4:00pm VBS
Helper Training

VBS Registration
Deadline

29

30

9:30am Worship
w/Communion

Memorial
Day

Central Cass
Graduation

Office
Closed

31
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June 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat
4

4:00pm VBS
Helper Training

2:00pm Rachel
Circle

Pastor Keith off

Synod
Assembly

Erickson
Rehearsal

5

Pentecost

Synod
Assembly

Erickson
Wedding

6

7

8

9

10

1:00pm VBS

1:00pm VBS

9:30am Quilters

1:00pm VBS

Pastor Keith off

16

17

11

1:00pm VBS

9:30am Worship
w/Communion

7:00pm Council

10:30am Coffee

12

13

14

15

9:30am Worship
w/Communion

18

Pastor Keith off

10:30am Coffee

19

Father’s
Day
9:30am Worship
w/Communion

20

21

Office
Closed for
Junteenth

22

23

9:30am Quilters

24

25

Pastor Keith off

10:30am Coffee

26
9:30am Worship
10:30am Coffee

27

28

29

30

2:00pm Fold
Newsletter

Pastor Keith
at Red Willow
26th-1st
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THINGS TO BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR:

June 6th First Day of VBS
June 20th Office Closed in Observance of Juneteenth

Without YOU, the volunteers, a lot would be
missing from our worship experience! Your
help with Altar Guild, Serving Communion,
Sound board, Ushering, Serving Coffee, and
so much more is greatly appreciated.
Thank you!

Graduating seniors will be recognized on
May 22nd. All seniors that will be
attending are asked to contact the office to
let us know. That will also be the day that
the scholarship recipient will be announced.
701-347-4289 or
office@martinslutheran.com
Synod Fall Retreat at Castaway
6th-9th graders September 23rd-25th

MONEY TALK
April 2022
Monthly Contributions

$ 29,012.46

Budget Year to Date

$124,525.51

Contributions Year to Date

$117,554.63

Difference

$ -6,970.88

Budget Expenses

$110,305.20
All figures are as of 04/25/22
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Pastor Keith will be
Chaplain for the Week at
Red Willow the week of
June 26th – July 1st.

CAMP FUND
Martin’s Church has a fund that will send up to $100 per youth towards your
registration fee at Red Willow Camp or any other Christian camp this summer.
Thanks to the youth and parents from previous years for helping fundraise for our
Bible Camp fund.
Register online at redwillowbiblecamp.org

Please let the church office know when
you register for a camp, so we can send the funds.
Office@martinslutheran.com or 347-4289
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2022 Senior Recognition
Alex Everson, son of Brent & Kelly, Casselton went to Sunday School and confirmation. He
has been in Basketball, Baseball, and National Honor Society. He will be playing Baseball at
the University of Jamestown.
Caeden Francis, son of Charles & Trista, Casselton
Carsten Haugen, son of Brent & Monica, Casselton has been involved in Acts 29, Confirmation, and volunteers at various activities. He is/has been in Archery, Band, Choir, National
Honor Society, Boy Scouts and is an Eagle Scout. He will be going to NDSU for Engineering.
Ethan Muchow, son of Dale & Wendy, Casselton
Peyton Nelson, daughter of Mike & Beth, Casselton went to Sunday School, the Youth Trip
and Lenten meals. She plays Volleyball, Basketball, Softball. She is in JETS, Leadership, National Honor Society and National Society of High School Scholars. Her plan is to Attend
NDSU and major in Radiologic Sciences.
Kameron Parker, son of Tanya Robinson, Casselton and Jim Parker, Kindred participated
in Vacation Bible School, the Food Pantry, Fellow Christian Athletes and Fields of Faith. His
school activities include Baseball, Football, Golf, Basketball, Wrestling, Big Brother, and
Leadership. He will be going to NDSCS in Wahpeton for Welding Tech, Precision Machining
Tech and Baseball.
Barbara Prante, daughter of Jay & Deanna, Casselton attended Kids Club, Jr. High retreats, Confirmation, the 2018 Youth Gathering, Sunday School, MYO, Bible camps and Lent
suppers. She participates in Volleyball, Basketball, Softball, is in the National Honor Society
and Science Olympiad. She will be attending North Dakota State College of Science for Business Management.
Gannon Ramsey, son of Amy Dooley, Casselton
Sydnee Reitan, daughter of Theresa (Barry) Reitan, Casselton
Taytum Vogel, daughter of Keith & Sarah, Casselton has been to Confirmation, Vacation
Bible School, 4 years of Red Willow Basketball camp, Lent Services, BLAST and ACTS 29
and the Poverty Exercise. At the school she is involved in Band, FCCLA, Basketball, Track,
Cross Country, National Hoor Society, Softball, Jets, is on the A honor roll and the Valley City
State University Dean’s list. She also volunteers at the Food Pantry. She plans to attend Grand
Canyon University to major in Business Administration.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
1
1
______

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
May 1
9:30am-Worship (ELW) w/Comm.
May 8
9:30am-Worship (PW) w/Comm.
May 15
9:30am-Worship (CBW) w/Comm.
May 22
9:30am-Worship (SOW)
May 29
9:30am-Worship (ELW) w/Comm.
June 5
9:30am-Worship (ELW) w/Comm.
June 12
9:30am-Worship (PW) w/Comm.
June 19
9:30am-Worship (CBW) w/Comm.
June 26
9:30am-Worship (SOW)

MISSION STATEMENT
Named, claimed, and sustained by God,
Martin's Lutheran is a worshipping
community which gathers together to
hear the Word, learn about God's love,
and to provide support for one another.
Together we respond to Christ's
command to share the Good News and to
serve our neighbors -- across the street
and across the world.
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